SUNNIS  AND  SHIAHS
control ? Was the Burma Oil Company sufficiently strong
and far-seeing to act as foster parent to the expensive
infant, who could not repay (in cash or in kind) the care
lavished upon it for at least six years ? These and other
matters were much debated and occupied much space
in my diaries.
I returned to the oilfields early in February, just in
time to prevent what might have been a 'grave incident'.
'This is the month of Muharram, corresponding in Persia
to our Lent and ending in the celebration of the death of the
martyred Husain, patron saint of Persia and of all good
Shiahs. A Kurd, not a Shiah but a Sunni, accidentally shot
a Shiah Persian, just outside my tent in which he at once
took refuge. I myself took the wounded man to hospital
where, thanks to Dr. Young's skill, he recovered, after the
bullet had been extracted from his skull. The local Eakhtiari
guards demanded the surrender of the Sunni, as a Persian
subject. I refused, on the ground that they had no juris-
diction over Persians who were not Lurs and not customarily
under the sway of the Bakhtiari Khans. I would hand him
over to the Persian Governor-General but no one else.
*It was the first open clash that had occurred between my
Indian guard and the Khans' men and much depended on it,
for some of our best men were Sunnis from Tabriz and we
have at least a hundred Kurds. The Elans' men of course
wished to extract money from Him and his friends. They
blustered, threatening to take the man by force. I said I
would shoot if they tried. They spread stories everywhere
that Sunnis were murdering Shiahs and being protected by
me, that no Shiah's life was safe, &c. When the injured man
(most fortunately) recovered he was the first to insist that it
was an accident and that the Kurd was not to blame. The
Kurds wanted to form a procession and come to thank me,
but were dissuaded from thus trailing their coat.*
This incident set the seal of popular approval upon
our claim to protect non-Bakhtiaris against ill treatment:
the Persian Governor-General, to whom I wrote direct,
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